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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

MEA UNVEILS ENERGY EFFICIENCY GRANTS AT MARYLAND 
CENTER FOR VETERANS EDUCATION AND TRAINING  

MEA and Healthy Neighborhoods, Inc. hosted an event announcing a $998,789 grant to install energy 
efficiency improvements in 26 facilities throughout Baltimore City that serve homeless Marylanders. 

BALTIMORE, MD (JUNE 20, 2014) — Today, the Maryland Energy Administration (MEA), and a 
host of local non-profit organizations, elected officials and community stakeholders, assembled at 
the Maryland Center for Veterans Education and Training,  the site of the former Maryland Cup 
Factory, to celebrate the $998,789, EmPOWER Clean Energy Communities Statewide 
Competitive Grant to Healthy Neighborhoods, Inc. (“HNI”). The grant to HNI, whom is working in 
partnership with Baltimore City Energy Office, and 11 non-profit homeless housing and service 
providers, will facilitate whole building energy efficiency audits and energy efficiency upgrades in 
26 facilities in Baltimore City. These facilities house and serve individuals who are homeless, 
have mental, physical or developmental disabilities, persons with substance use disorders, 
persons diagnosed with HIV and AIDS; and other special needs populations. 

 According to Director Abigail Ross Hopper, “the EmPOWER Clean Energy Communities Low-to-
Moderate Income Grant was a brand-new portion of the program for FY14, specifically targeted to 
reach Marylanders in need. Its success is a success for clean, affordable energy throughout the 
state.”  

HNI President Mark Sissman welcomed the funds, stating that “energy efficiency grants like these 
aide essential service providers by helping them to cut operation costs, so that their limited funds 
are used to support live saving services for veterans, seniors and those in need rather than to 
cover the costs of heating and cooling.”   

Speakers included Director Abigail Ross Hopper of the Maryland Energy Administration, Healthy 
Neighborhoods President, Mark Sissman, Dawn Kierstatter, Deputy Mayor of Health & Human 
Svcs., Ken Strong, Baltimore Housing Assistant Commissioner, Green Healthy Sustainable 
Homes, Ted Atwood of the Baltimore City Energy Office, and MCVET Executive Director, Jeffery 
Kendrick, B.S. USAF (Ret) among others. 

### 

The mission of the Maryland Energy Administration (MEA) is to promote affordable, reliable, clean 
energy.  MEA’s programs and policies help lower energy bills, fuel the creation of green collar jobs, 
address environmental and climate impacts, and promote energy independence. 


